
Big News!{ {

Little Brother David, matched with Big Brother Rick Monroe, since 2015

Spring 2018

Rick has taught me a lot about myself, school, and what my future 
should be. He’s helped me with my confidence and planning for life  
after high school. Because of my Big, I’ve learned the importance  

of never giving up and setting goals for myself.



Letter from our CEO

“There is only one possible way to serve that youngster and that is to have some  
earnest volunteer to be his big brother, to look after him, help him do right; make the 
little chap feel that there is at least one human being in this great city who takes a  
personal interest in him, who cares whether he lives or dies. I call for a volunteer.” 

Still echoing more than 100 years later, these words from Ernest Coulter, a clerk in New 
York Children’s Court and the founder of the Big Brothers Big Sisters movement,  
underscore the simple but powerful truth that relationships create meaningful change.  

At the time, Coulter saw young boys coming through the courts day after day. He asked 
himself why? What if these young boys had someone they could talk to? Someone to act 
as a positive role model? Would that change the direction of their lives? Ernest Coulter 
believed it would. He presented his idea to a group of businessmen and asked them to 
become mentors. Every man present, 40 in all, unanimously stepped forward to become 
our country’s first Big Brothers.

As we get ready to launch an initiative focused on finding more men to serve as Big 
Brothers to the many local boys on our waiting list, this story once again inspires us. 
And, we hope it inspires you too. There are many ways to join us: sign up to be a Big (or 
encourage a friend!), put together a bowling team, join us for an event, or give a little 
donation. Thank you for choosing to be a part of something Big! 
 
Thank you,
Darcey Palmer-Shultz
Dpalmer-shultz@bbbsci.org

Upcoming Events
“100 Men in 50 Days” Recruitment Campaign Kick-Off at Victory Field presented by the Indianapolis Indians 
 
Celebrate Mentoring presented by Indianapolis Power & Light 
 
Bowl for Kids’ Sake at Woodland Bowl

April 21 
 

April 24 
 

May 10

For more information, visit the Events page on our website at www.BeBigForKids.org.



Letter from our CEO
New & Exciting{ {

Give a Little Gift to Honor our 2018 Graduates
BBBSCI is proud to announce 58 matches will graduate Tuesday, April 24, 
2018 at our annual Celebrate Mentoring event presented by Indianapolis 
Power & Light. This year’s program will also celebrate Dave and Jessica 
Lindsey with the 2018 Community Mentor Award in recognition of their 
long-time support of the BBBSCI mission. To celebrate, Dave and Jessica 
have committed up to $50,000 in challenge funds to honor our graduating 
matches.  From April 10-24, you can help us celebrate by making a gift of 
any amount to help us reach our challenge goal of $50,000. Visit  
www.bebigforkids.org/givealittle2018 or contact Caitlin Bain at  
cbain@bbbsci.org to make a gift.

Graduating Bigs and Littles are all smiles at the 
2017 Celebrate Mentoring event.

You’re Invited to a Kick-Off for Our Male Recruitment Campaign
The “100 Men in 50 Days” recruitment campaign, presented by the  
Indianapolis Indians, begins Saturday, April 21, and ends Sunday, June 10. 
More than 70% of our youth waiting for a Big are boys, and this recruitment  
initiative invites more men to step up to the plate and serve as mentors. 
The campaign will feature special events and perks thanks to the  
Indianapolis Indians, including a campaign kick-off at the Indianapolis 
Indians game on April 21. To reserve your free tickets for the game, contact 
Rick Belbutoski at rbelbutoski@bbbsci.org.

Big Brother Steven and Little Brother Dwayne 
pose with Rowdie at the 2017 kick-off for the 
“100 Men in 50 Days” campaign at Victory Field.

Bowl for Kids’ Sake 2018: Let the Good Times Roll!
Don’t miss out on your opportunity to Bowl for Kids’ Sake, an 80s themed 
bowling party, on Thursday, May 10 at Woodland Bowl! Register with a team 
of four, raise $500 total, and support the BBBSCI mission. This is the perfect 
way to engage your friends, colleagues, and family members and help us 
match more kids in Central Indiana with Bigs of their own. Your participation 
guarantees pizza, soft drinks, 2 hours of bowling, shoe rental, door prizes, 
and more! To register your team, visit BeBigForKids.org/Bowl or contact 
Laura Haltom at lhaltom@bbbsci.org. 

Join us on Thursday, May 10 at Woodland Bowl 
for an 80s themed bowling fundraiser to benefit 
BBBSCI!

Thank You for Joining Us for #BigFuelFun!
Our friends at the Indy Fuel hosted “BBBS Night” on February 23. On this 
night, the Fuel donated 100% of ticket proceeds to BBBSCI and provided 
our matches with special experiences. We are excited to announce that we 
sold 701 tickets to the game, raising $10,923 for BBBSCI, and making this 
event a significant fundraiser to help us match more kids. Thank you to 
everyone for purchasing tickets, spreading the word about the game, and 
supporting BBBSCI! Matches enjoy watching the pre-game warmups 

for the Indy Fuel on February 23. 

Starbucks Hosts Statewide Big Service Day for Matches
On Saturday, February 17, Starbucks hosted a statewide annual Big Service 
Day for BBBSCI and seven BBBS agencies across the state to help our Littles 
learn the importance of philanthropy. This year, matches made thank you 
cards for local heroes. We were thankful to have uniformed police officers 
from Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department and Lawrence Police  
Department stop by some Starbucks stores during the activity to connect 
with matches and learn more about our mission. It was a great day of  
philanthropy, relationship building, and expressing gratitude! 

Matches and members of the Lawrence Police 
Department take a break from card making at 
our Starbucks Big Service Day on February 17.
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I signed David up for a Big Brother because 
I’m his grandmother and all he has is me. I 
don’t have a lot to teach him when it comes 
to being a man. From the moment they 
met, I knew Rick would be good for my 
grandson and our family. I don’t care how 
hard it’s raining or snowing, if they have 
made plans to do something or hang out, 
Rick is here and makes sure he spends the 
time with David that was promised. I feel 
so blessed to have him in my life and as a 
great role model for David. I will never be 
able to thank Rick enough for all that he 
has done for David and me - he is the  
biggest blessing!

David’s grandmother, Earlean


